THIS LOG IS ALIVE!
Decaying trees are as important to ecosystems as live ones are!

Check out the new life that takes over a

rotting log in an eastern North American
forest! Mosses and plant-like lichens

(LVE-kuns) grow in mats on the
log. They hold in moisture, which
helps to soften the wood.

Creatures such as the pill
bug (also called sow bug

or roly-poly) and springtail
dine on bits of fungi
and other material.
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